
October 2018:
Jason Patterson III Named Outstanding Citizen

The Greater Millville Chamber of Commerce recognized Jason Patterson III as its Outstanding Citizen
during the Chamber’s luncheon on Wednesday, October 10 at the New Jersey Motorsports Park.    
As the GMCC seeks to honor those individuals who exemplify the qualities of community service and

volunteerism, there is no doubt that Patterson is certainly a worthy recipient for his ongoing work within
Millville and Cumberland County. More specifically, his commitment to help the city’s homeless individu-
als deserves special recognition.

Pastor Steve Harris of Restoration House in Millville has nothing but the sincerest praise for Patterson
and his commitment to the community.

“When my wife and I, along with Renee Brecht and Rev David Ennis, came together to help initiate
Millville Code Blue (the city’s program to provide shelter for the homeless during the cold winter months),
a lot of people came to help but for only a short season,” said Pastor Harris, “but one person who always
wanted to do more was Jason.

“He was always there to help the program, dropping off supplies and then using Facebook to get the
word out across the area,” Harris continued. “Then Jason started drafting a volunteer team and then coordi-
nated a schedule (for 2015 and 2016). In that time, Jason became a regular attendee of Restoration House.
He later started to direct a children’s ministry and has now become the director of our social media plat-
form. Jason has done many unknown, behind-the-scene things in Millville and beyond. He’s an asset to this
city.”

Born in Terre Hill, PA, Patterson moved to the area 23 years ago, moving into Millville in 2014. He im-
mediately sought out ways to serve his community.

“I am a firm believer that if you are not a part of the community that faces issues, then you can’t fix
those issues,” Patterson explained. “It was an honor to help Pastor Harris and others within Millville start
Code Blue. The program has helped so many people over the years.”

Since 2014, Patterson has logged in more than 1,000 hours of volunteer work, more than 700 hours ded-
icated specifically to Code Blue.

“Being a part of the program, it’s rewarding to see people getting back on their feet and into programs,”
Patterson said. “People in Code Blue did not want a free handout, but most of the folks wanted to help and
work within the program, not just use the service. We got to talk to people and hear their stories and seeing
what their needs are.”

“The experience changed a lot of things for me … at the time I was out of work and we were close to
being right there next to them,” he explained. “You see people in that situation and you realize, “hey, that
could be me.” It gives you an understanding of how easy it is to fall into that type of situation.”

In addition to his work with Code Blue, Patterson has also volunteered to assist in the cleanup programs
at Buck Park, building and maintaining the garden near the Millville Public Library and, most recently, as-
sisting Rev. Harris in the Restoring Hope Coffee House, focusing on individuals facing personal issues
with drug use.

“There are so many people in need,” Patterson said. “I am just happy to help in my small way.”


